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(Pub. L. 107-368, §24, Dec. 19, 2002, 116 Stat. 3066.)
CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the National Science
Foundation Authorization Act of 2002, and not as part
of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950 which
comprises this chapter.

DEFINITIONS

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 4 of Pub. L. 107-368, set out as a note under section
1862n of this title.

§ 18620. Postdoctoral research fellows
(a) Mentoring

The Director shall require that all grant appli-
cations that include funding to support postdoc-
toral researchers include a description of the
mentoring activities that will be provided for
such individuals, and shall ensure that this part
of the application is evaluated under the Foun-
dation’s broader impacts merit review criterion.
Mentoring activities may include career coun-
seling, training in preparing grant applications,
guidance on ways to improve teaching skills,
and training in research ethics.

(b) Reports

The Director shall require that annual reports
and the final report for research grants that in-
clude funding to support postdoctoral research-
ers include a description of the mentoring ac-
tivities provided to such researchers.

(Pub. L. 110-69, title VII, §7008, Aug. 9, 2007, 121
Stat. 680.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as
part of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950
which comprises this chapter.

REAFFIRMATION OF THE MERIT-REVIEW PROCESS OF THE
NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

Pub. L. 110-69, title VII, §7003, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 Stat.
679, provided that: ‘“Nothing in this title [enacting this
section and sections 1862n-la and 18620-1 to 18620-15 of
this title, amending sections 1862i, 18621, 1862n, 1862n-1,
1862n-2, 1862n-5, 1863, 1870, and 188la of this title, sec-
tions 5503 and 5511 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade,
and section 3801 of Title 31, Money and Finance, enact-
ing provisions set out as notes under this section and
section 1862n-2 of this title, and amending provisions
set out as a note under section 1113 of Title 31] or title
I [enacting sections 6603, 6619, and 6620 of this title and
section 3718 of Title 15 and amending section 3711 of
Title 15], or the amendments made by this title or title
I, shall be interpreted to require or recommend that
the Foundation—

‘(1) alter or modify its merit-review system or
peer-review process; or

‘(2) exclude the awarding of any proposal by means
of the merit-review or peer-review process.”’

CURRICULA

Pub. L. 110-69, title VII, §7005, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 Stat.
679, provided that: ‘“Nothing in this title [enacting this
section and sections 1862n-la and 18620-1 to 18620-15 of
this title, amending sections 1862i, 1862/, 1862n, 1862n-1,
1862n-2, 1862n-5, 1863, 1870, and 188la of this title, sec-
tions 5503 and 5511 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade,
and section 3801 of Title 31, Money and Finance, enact-
ing provisions set out as notes under this section and
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section 1862n-2 of this title, and amending provisions
set out as a note under section 1113 of Title 31], or the
amendments made by this title, shall be construed to
limit the authority of State governments or local
school boards to determine the curricula of their stu-
dents.”

DEFINITIONS

Pub. L. 110-69, title VII, §7001, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 Stat.
675, provided that: ‘“‘In this title [enacting this section
and sections 1862n-la and 18620-1 to 18620-15 of this
title, amending sections 1862i, 1862/, 1862n, 1862n-1,
1862n-2, 1862n-5, 1863, 1870, and 188la of this title, sec-
tions 5503 and 5511 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade,
and section 3801 of Title 31, Money and Finance, enact-
ing provisions set out as notes under this section and
section 1862n-2 of this title, and amending provisions
set out as a note under section 1113 of Title 31]:

‘(1) BASIC RESEARCH.—The term ‘basic research’ has
the meaning given such term in the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget circular No. A-11.

‘“(2) BOARD.—The term ‘Board’ means the National
Science Board established under section 2 of the Na-
tional Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C. 1861).

‘(3) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘Director’ means the Di-
rector of the Foundation.

‘“(4) ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.—The term ‘elementary
school’ has the meaning given such term in section
9101 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801).

‘“(5) FOUNDATION.—The term ‘Foundation’ means
the National Science Foundation.

¢(6) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The term
‘institution of higher education’ has the meaning
given such term in section 101(a) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a)).

“(7) SECONDARY SCHOOL.—The term ‘secondary
school’ has the meaning given such term in section
9101 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801).”

§ 18620-1. Responsible conduct of research

The Director shall require that each institu-
tion that applies for financial assistance from
the Foundation for science and engineering re-
search or education describe in its grant pro-
posal a plan to provide appropriate training and
oversight in the responsible and ethical conduct
of research to undergraduate students, graduate
students, and postdoctoral researchers partici-
pating in the proposed research project.

(Pub. L. 110-69, title VII, §7009, Aug. 9, 2007, 121
Stat. 680.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as
part of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950
which comprises this chapter.

DEFINITIONS

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 7001 of Pub. L. 110-69, set out as a note under sec-
tion 18620 of this title.

§ 18620-2. Reporting of research results

The Director shall ensure that all final project
reports and citations of published research docu-
ments resulting from research funded, in whole
or in part, by the Foundation, are made avail-
able to the public in a timely manner and in
electronic form through the Foundation’s Web
site.
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